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Letter from the editor: A call for justice
Makenzie Hoeferlin
June 1, 2020
The death of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor and the countless others who have been murdered
for simply being black has sparked outrage across America.
As the Editor in Chief of The Wright State Guardian media group, I am writing to the WSU
community to let you all know that we support you, and we stand for you and with you.
As we provide news to our community, know that we are working hard to present factual
information and include all sides of every story.
No one will be left without a voice.
Other leaders within the WSU community have reached out with support in light of recent
events.
“As president of Wright State University, I understand the limitations of a message like this,
because it comes at a time when many in our community are in pain and angry,” said President
Susan Edwards in a communication email Saturday morning. “At the same time, I hope you
know that I stand with you in these challenging times.”
The Student Government Association (SGA) and Black Student Union (BSU) joined together for
a statement on the events in Minneapolis writing, “While black and brown people cannot, at this
time, feel safe in their own communities, it is our responsibility to take steps to ensure that they
can feel safe on our campus.”
SGA and BSU called upon President Edwards and Police Chief David Finney, but they also
called upon the WSU community.
“We call upon all members of the Wright State Campus Community to look deep at themselves,
to recognize implicit bias and to recognize privilege and be willing to make changes that will
ensure that our campus is a place where everyone can feel safe and everyone can enjoy the
inalienable rights of life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness,” according to the statement.
We serve as leaders in our community and we will not let you down.
 
                       
                    
       
                     
              
        
                     
               
           
                 
       
                   
           
                   
          
              
                 
             
              
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As leaders, it is our job to stand up for those who can’t. As leaders, it is our job to make sure no
one’s voice goes unheard. As leaders, it is our job to fight for and protect all those who look up
to us and rely on us.
But you don’t have to have a title to be a leader. Stand up for your fellow peers. Stand up for
your classmates, friends and neighbors who fear for their lives everyday; who are afraid
because of THE COLOR OF THEIR SKIN.
This is not a fight we are going to win by fixing violence with more violence. This is a fight we
are going to win by joining together, and supporting our friends, neighbors and community, no
matter where they are from or what they look like.
In recent months, our country has come together in support of each other during one of the
worst pandemics our nation has seen.
But in the past week, our country has felt more divided than ever, as people take to the streets
to protest the injustice our country has been running on.
These protests and riots are not to be ignored. They are a sign. As Martin Luther King Jr. once
said, “a riot is the language of the unheard.”
It is absolutely heartbreaking to see how non white Americans are being treated, heartbreaking
how blatantly obvious the racial injustice in our country is, and heartbreaking that it has gone on
this long. I know many in the WSU community feel the same.
The Wright State Guardian stands with the entire diverse WSU community during these difficult
times, and we encourage you to stand with us.
 
 
       
   
   
 
                    
                
 
             
              
        
                 
                
 
               
    
               
               
               
  
                 
                  
        
                
             
 
                  
                
                  
          
  
Retro Rewind: “Abbey Road” by The Beatles
Maxwell Patton
June 2, 2020
The Beatles are one of the most influential rock bands of all time. They were one of the first boy
bands, a term used more often with artists such as the Backstreet Boys, One Direction and
BTS.
They constantly brought new sounds into their recording studio, moving from cheeky pop-rock
into psychedelic symphonies. The band was massively successful, and all four of the members
also went on to achieve successful solo careers.
The magnum opus of the Beatles is considered by many to be the 1969 album “Abbey Road,”
and the record’s cover art is one of the most instantly recognizable album covers in popular
music.
Released Sep. 26, 1969, this album was supported by a double A-side single release of
“Something” and “Come Together.”
Though “Abbey Road” got mixed reviews when it was released, many music fans believe it’s
their finest album, but why is that? What other recognizable tunes from the Beatles’ catalog
show up on this album? Those two questions will be answered in today’s Retro Rewind.
The band
An English rock group formed in Liverpool in 1960, the Beatles are the best-selling band of all
time. It is estimated that the band has sold over 600 million units worldwide, with at least 183
million of those coming from the United States.
The most well known line-up of the group, established in August 1962 and continuing until their
break-up in 1970, consisted of John Lennon, Paul McCartney, George Harrison and Ringo
Starr.
The Beatles were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1988 and won seven Grammy
Awards. Lennon was sadly shot and killed in 1980, and Harrison passed away from lung cancer
in 2001. McCartney and Starr are still releasing new music to this day. A film based on the
band’s music, “Yesterday,” was released in 2019 to mixed reviews.
The tracklist
                  
            
               
                 
                
              
                
               
               
 
                
                
      
            
               
  
                  
             
            
            
                
                
               
  
  
               
               
               
                 
               
Beginning side one of “Abbey Road” is the iconic bass line and simple yet nonsensical lyrics of
“Come Together”. Following that is “Something,” a Harrison composition based on James
Taylor’s “Something in the Way She Moves” which is Lennon’s favorite song on the record.
Next is “Maxwell’s Silver Hammer,” which I have always referred to as a 60s version of “Pumped
Up Kicks” by Foster the People. “Oh! Darling” is a doo-wop style song influenced by New
Orleans R&B, while “Octopus’s Garden” is a Starr tune where he sang lead vocals.
“I Want You (She’s So Heavy)” was written by Lennon about his relationship with Yoko Ono,
and was created by stitching together two attempts at recording the song. Taking cues from
progressive rock and blues music, the tune runs for almost eight minutes before abruptly cutting
out.
The record’s second side starts off with “Here Comes the Sun,” another Harrison track. It was
written in Eric Clapton’s garden and did not feature Lennon, who was recovering from a car
accident at the time of recording.
“Because” is a Lennon tune based on Beethoven’s “Moonlight Sonata” which prominently
features the harpsichord. Following this is a 16-minute medley of songs that blend into each
other seamlessly.
“You Never Give Me Your Money” was the first song to be recorded for this medley and was
reportedly written about a dispute with manager Allen Klein. “Sun King”’s beautiful harmonies
help the track shine, and that track transitions into “Mean Mr. Mustard.”
“Polythene Pam” transitions into “She Came In Through the Bathroom Window.” “Golden
Slumbers” is a number based on a Thomas Dekker poem and leads into “Carry That Weight.”
The medley fittingly ends with “The End,” a song that includes solos from all four band
members. The album itself ends on “Her Majesty,” a 26-second song originally included in the
aforementioned medley.
The production
The Beatles began recording “Abbey Road” on Feb. 22, 1969, in London’s Trident Studios and
continued until August 20, the last day the Beatles were all in the studio together.
Ono, Lennon’s wife at the time, often observed recording sessions and argued with the other
Beatles members. In June of that year, Lennon and Ono had gotten into a car accident while
Lennon was halfway through recording “Abbey Road”. A doctor had explained to Ono that she
 
                    
  
                 
            
 
                 
        
             
              
              
               
               
   
                 
               
              
                
            
    
               
               
            
          
                  
               
 
              
             
                
             
                 
              
had to rest in bed, and Lennon had one put in the studio so she could continue to observe the
album’s creation.
This was the first Beatles album not to be released in mono. “Abbey Road” was recorded on
eight-track reel-to-reel tape machines, while other Beatles albums were created using four-track
machines.
It was also the only Beatles album to be created with a solid-state transistor mixing desk, with
the TG12345 Mk 1 being the model used.
Kenneth Womack, a music historian mentioned that “the expansive sound palette and mixing
capabilities of the TG12345 enabled George Martin and Geoff Emerick to imbue the Beatles’
sound with greater definition and clarity. The warmth of solid-state recording also afforded their
music with brighter tonalities and a deeper low end that distinguished ‘Abbey Road’ from the
rest of their corpus, providing listeners with an abiding sense that the Beatles’ final long-player
was markedly different.”
During recording, Lennon wished for his contributions to the record to be put on one side, while
McCartney’s would be on the other side. The duo compromised, with side one featuring unique,
separate tunes while side two features the medley along with the other tracks. Lennon
described this medley as “junk … just bits of songs thrown together” and claimed that the
“Abbey Road” album as a whole did not have an authentic sound.
What the critics thought
Reviewers had mixed feelings about “Abbey Road” when it was released. Ed Ward of Rolling
Stone mentioned that the record was “complicated instead of complex.” He also stated that the
Moog synthesizer featured on the record “disembodies and artificializes” the Beatles’ sound,
making something that “could not possibly exist outside the studio”.
Nik Cohn of the New York Times said that the songs on the record were “nothing special” on
their own, though he praised the medley as the Beatles’ “most impressive music” since “Rubber
Soul.”
Rolling Stone’s John Mendelsohn also lauded that section, saying “that the Beatles can unify
seemingly countless musical fragments and lyrical doodlings into a uniformly wonderful suite …
seems potent testimony that no, they’ve far from lost it, and no, they haven’t stopped trying.”
More recent reviews have been incredibly positive. Neil McCormack of The Daily Telegraph
called “Abbey Road” a “last love letter to the world” from the Beatles and praised its “big,
modern sound,” stating that it was “lush, rich, smooth, epic, emotional and utterly gorgeous”.
 
             
      
                  
                  
 
               
                
 
      
                
                  
          
                 
               
           
                  
                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nicole Pensiero, writing for PopMatters, stated that the album was “an amazingly cohesive
piece of music, innovative and timeless”.
In 2012, “Abbey Road” was ranked by Rolling Stone at number 14 in their list of the 500
greatest albums ever made. It was also put in Time Magazine’s list of the 100 best albums in
2006.
A reissue to commemorate the record’s 50th anniversary in 2019 reached number 3 on the
Billboard 200 chart, while the original release reached the top spot on the Billboard Top LPs
chart.
What I think of “Abbey Road”
I feel like listening to “Abbey Road” uninterrupted is a surreal experience. Sure, we’ve all heard
“Come Together” or “Here Comes the Sun” at least a few times during our lives, but how many
times have we heard “The Sun King” or “Polythene Pam”?
I would say that my highlights of the album would be “Something” (one of the greatest love
songs ever created, in my opinion) and “Here Comes the Sun.” The album is very
well-produced, and everything just comes together (no pun intended) so nicely.
The medley in the second half of the album closes it perfectly as the short but sweet “Her
Majesty” shows up at the finish line. “Abbey Road” for sure gets Maxwell’s silver hammer of
approval.
 
 
      
   
   
 
                
             
          
    
             
                
           
                
      
                  
                
  
                   
        
  
              
               
                
 
            
               
   
    
Local eateries recovering from coronavirus effects
Roxanne Roessner
June 3, 2020
Businesses around the Lake Campus area are starting to open up for customers to enjoy a
meal after months of being either closed or offering only drive-through options. Local
businesses had to make changes to handle the unique situation.
Changes because of coronavirus
Because of coronavirus, many businesses such as McSober’s Saloon, The Grill on Main,
C-Town Wings, La Caretta and Rice Bowl have all had to close their dining-in options. Most
places were able to continue business through drive-through ordering and pickup.
However, some places, like Rice Bowl, closed their doors completely and only recently were in a
position to start pickup ordering again.
“We did not want to put our wonderful customers and our kids at risk, so we decided to
temporarily close our restaurant,” said Ping Wang, owner of Rice Bowl. “We care, so we are
staying home.”
Rice Bowl is located in Coldwater, Ohio at 102 W. Main St. They are also found on Facebook by
the same name and are open for pickup.
Extra measures
“We acted quickly in creating our new McSober’s drive-thru for food pickup,” said Mike
Moorman, owner of McSober’s Saloon located in Coldwater. “It was a major change not having
our sports and weekend entertainment, but we did create positives to better our business for the
future.”
Other businesses have taken different approaches to how their pickup system works.
“We were prepared with plexiglass door, a payment window [and] a pickup window with no
contact,” said Wang.
Information gathering for businesses
                 
     
               
              
        
  
            
               
    
     
               
             
 
   
              
      
                   
          
                  
              
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“So much depends on where you get your information,” said Pat Rosenbeck, owner of The Grill
on Main located in Coldwater.
Most of the businesses have kept updated on changes by listening to Governor Mike DeWine
during the week. Several are in contact with Michelle Kimmel, Mercer County Health Inspector,
and also visit the Ohio Restaurant Association Website.
Community support
According to all of the businesses, the community support has been astounding.
“We get so many encouraging words and posts on Facebook of people saying they’ll always
support us,” said Roberts.
However, nothing is exactly perfect.
“The community has been wonderful, but a small community cannot support all of the small
businesses alone. Our sales are down 60%, which means we’re losing money,” said
Rosenbeck.
Events and specials
Restaurants have been trying to promote business by holding specials to encourage people to
order out and possibly eat in.
“We want people to know that we’ll do everything we can to take care of them and keep them
safe while they dine with us,” said Roberts of C-Town.
The Grill on Main still holds the title for the largest selection of fresh seafood in Ohio. Their
hours have changed, but they still have their house created Tennessee chicken available for
pick up and dine in.
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Breaking: WSU announces plans to restructure institution
Makenzie Hoeferlin
June 3, 2020
Wright State University plans to take the current six academic colleges and reduce them to four,
according to a communication email from Interim Provost Douglas Leaman.
In an effort to ease the financial strain on the university, Leaman has introduced a plan to
consolidate WSU’s current seven colleges into four.
“As President Edwards has stated numerous times over the last few months, COVID-19 has
significantly exacerbated our underlying financial issues,” according to the communication
email. “Wright State University must take immediate and decisive action to ensure that we can
continue to fulfill our mission of serving our students, our region, and the state of Ohio.”
The reorganization involves creating the new health college, combining units of the Colleges of
Science and Mathematics and Engineering and Computer Science into a new STEM college,
and reorganizing the College of Liberal Arts and Raj Soin College of Businesses.
The creation of the new health college was originally planned to launch in 2021, but with
increasing financial strain, the university decided to move up the process to this upcoming fall.
“Rather than freeze in place, we are rising to the challenge and accelerating the reorganization,”
said Leaman in the email. “The consolidation of many of our academic units and programs will
focus on the forward-looking needs of our region.”
In addition to the health college, other reorganization changes will follow suit.
The preliminary plan was previously shared with college deans, Faculty Senate Executive
Committee and department chairs. Leaman is now sharing the plan with the WSU community to
solicit feedback, ideas, and concerns, according to the communication email.
For more information and to provide comments, click here >>
Leaman has asked Brian Rigling, dean of the College of Engineering and Computer Science, to
serve as the point person for this project. Rigling’s next steps include forming a committee
process to review comments and developing a final organization plan to be considered by
Leaman.
 
              
            
              
                
 
              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Reorganizing academic units is significant, but our work today is necessary to ensure Wright
State’s future prosperity,” said Leaman. “Refocusing our resources on areas of excellence
within the university to meet regional demand, including creating more educational paths to help
our students thrive professionally and personally, is a win for us and the greater region we
serve.”
This is a developing story and will be updated as more information becomes available.
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Going to a protest? Here’s what you need to know
Shelby Prenger
June 4, 2020
For those that are going to protest for the first time, your rights can be confusing at the moment.
The items you should and shouldn’t take can be overwhelming. When being involved in a
peaceful protest turns into chaos, make sure you know what to do and what to bring.
Here are the things to know before you go out to support the cause by ACLU and Poynter.
1. Record Everything
Document everything, especially when tensions grow. Video evidence is crucial, especially in
the case of an arrest.
If you are live streaming, remember to have your settings on save to camera roll.
2. Don’t Wear Contacts or Makeup
If you come into contact with tear gas, the chemicals in make up and contacts in your eyes will
only worsen the pain. Spray bottles of milk help to counteract the effects of tear gas.
Make sure to bring your own milk, (BYOM), and not to use random containers you find on the
street.
3.Stay on the outside of crowds, and continue to update a planned escape
route
Staying on the edge of crowds allows you to more easily escape, and as you move, it’s
important to know the area around you. If things should escalate, it’s important to always keep
in mind the safest way out.
4. Carry A Grab Bag
Important things to keep with you are a small first aid kit, water bottle, high protein snacks,
washcloth, eye protection, a facemask, a portable phone charger and an extra shirt.
5. Go with A Group and Establish a Meeting Place
     
           
            
   
    
                  
              
             
             
             
                 
     
          
        
         
 
      
               
                
                
      
            
    
Planning ahead is crucial.
6. Turn Off Cellular Data and Do Not Share Your Location
These are both traceable, and could possibly put you into harm’s way.
Know Your Rights
Where Can I protest?
You are allowed to express your first amendment on any public property as long as you are not
blocking any public or government building, or hindering any daily operations within the building.
Protest on a Private Property is completely at the discretion of the property.
Do I need a permit before engaging or organizing A free speech activity?
You do not usually. However, you will for events such as the following:
“A March Or Parade that does not stay on the sidewalk, and other events that may require
blocking traffic or street closure.”
“A Large Rally requiring the use of sound amplifying devices”
“A Rally at certain designated parks or plazas”
Can I distribute leaflets, pamphlets, etc. on the sidewalks?
Yes.
Do counter-protesters have free speech rights?
Yes. But, counter protesters “should not be allowed to physically disrupt the event they are
protesting, they do have the right to be present and voice their displeasure. Police are permitted
to keep two antagonistic groups separate from each other, but should allow them to be within
the general vicinity of one another.
What do I do if I think my rights are being violated?
RECORD EVERYTHING YOU CAN
 
              
      
              
         
               
               
       
                
           
            
             
                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Write down everything you remember, especially the officer’s badge and patrol number, as well
as the agency they work for.
Get contact information from your witnesses and take photographs of any injuries. Once you
gather all of this information, make a written complaint
It is imperative to remember that under no circumstance can a police officer confiscate or
demand to view your photographs or video without a warrant, nor may they delete data.
What if I am stopped by police?
Keep your hands visible at all times. Do not argue. Explain that the first amendment protects
your actions and that you are not disrupting anyone else’s activity.
Do not leave until you ask, and are permitted to do so.
If you end up under arrest, you have the right to ask why.
In the case of an arrest, have a phone number written on your hand to contact.
 
 
      
   
   
 
             
  
   
                
  
               
              
       
               
              
               
               
         
              
   
                 
           
  
                   
              
             
          
                
                    
                
Virtual Orientation: How is it different?
Kyle Jackson
June 4, 2020
New students will have a different orientation experience this upcoming semester as orientation
becomes virtual.
Change in Format
Orientation will be different this fall but will still allow students to prepare themselves for their
first semester.
“Our face to face orientation program is a one-day orientation experience for students coming to
campus and meeting with academic advisors and support staff from around the university,” said
Aaron Brautigam, lead senior orientation peer mentor.
Compared to a one-day orientation, virtual orientation now runs an entire week. This allows new
students more flexibility and more time to retain the new information they are learning.
“It’s just moving instead of one day with tons of information and getting information overload
halfway through the day; now you have that opportunity for anytime throughout the week,” said
Joanie Hendricks, orientation coordinator at Wright State University (WSU).
Another big change for orientation this upcoming semester is the complete online format and
course setup.
“Virtual orientation is set up as a Pilot course,” said Hendricks. “The incoming student gets that
opportunity to utilize Pilot to see how that whole thing works.”
Obtaining Information
In a typical face to face orientation, new students would arrive on campus and by the end of the
day, they would have everything they need from a schedule to their Wright1 Card.
Hosting orientation completely online makes scheduling classes one of the hardest tasks to
accomplish. Scheduling is one of the main differences with orientation.
“The advisor for this year only is creating a schedule for the student,” said Hendricks. “We
thought that it would be a little difficult to show the video and have them log out and go into
Wings Express and choose their classes and make sure they were on the right track without
 
                 
                
        
              
                   
  
 
                 
             
   
                
              
    
                
               
    
               
            
     
                
                
      
               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
meeting an adviser. Then the students, if they want to, are more than welcome to change their
courses, but the advisor is going to require they schedule an online appointment with them [so]
they are on the right track to graduation.”
Virtual orientation allows new students to obtain login information, learn about the campus, and
even get a schedule. However, the only thing that new students will not be able to get is their
Wright1 Card.
Flexibility
Instead of a typical orientation where a student is on campus all day and learns about all
organizations and activities on campus, virtual orientation allows students to choose what they
want to see.
“There are information modules, some that are required and then a lot of others that are
optional,” said Hendricks. “Students have that opportunity to look at everything, anyone can look
at every single module.”
“It is more of a take what you want situation,” said Anna VanDeWiele, senior orientation peer
mentor. “Some students want more out of orientation to get more information and be more
prepared for the fall.”
Face to face orientation will allow students to ask questions to numerous staff members and
students and receive answers immediately. With virtual orientation, questions can still be
answered, just a little differently.
“With this online experience, it’s a little bit different,” said Brautigam. “They still have a peer
mentor that is guiding them throughout the week, and they will have different sessions that they
can attend to answer those questions.”
“It’s really just the delivery mode that has been changed with an online orientation,” Said
Brautigam.
 
 
     
   
   
 
               
       
               
        
                
          
                  
 
                 
                 
                 
                  
        
    
              
               
           
                
         
                  
         
             
     
   
WSU cuts three sports programs
William Baptist
June 4, 2020
Wright State University has decided to cut the softball, men’s tennis and women’s tennis teams
effective immediately due to restructuring the budget.
“The current COVID-19 pandemic has accelerated the need for all areas of the university to
reduce expenditures,” according to a university press release.
The move affects 39 student-athletes and six coaches. WSU now only has 11 sports, which is
under the required 14 to be a Division 1 program.
The university is in the process of pursuing a waiver to remain in compliance as a division 1
program.
“This is extremely difficult because of our strong belief that athletics is an integral part of the
educational work we do at Wright State — the education of the whole person,” said Wright State
Director of Athletics Bob Grant in the press release. “This affects the lives of students who make
up a group of some of the highest achievers on this campus. Our main focus now is supporting
the students and coaches impacted by this decision.”
A devastated Softball team
The WSU softball team already had their season cancelled, along with facilities being closed.
“These players are losing their family that they have made here. Everyone is devastated and
now searching for new homes,” said WSU Softball Coach Laura Matthews.
The WSU softball team was like a big family, and everyone was in disbelief. They couldn’t
comprehend that this is how it would all end.
“It’s my responsibility to make sure they continue to grow as women. We are all here for each
other no matter what…it’s a grieving process,” said Matthews.
All 39 students-athletes had their dreams cut short, and were already enduring struggle
because of the coronavirus pandemic.
The next chapter
              
             
             
        
               
    
                    
          
              
                 
   
                 
           
                   
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“The university will honor all scholarships of affected student-athletes who want to continue
studying at Wright State. Under NCAA transfer rules, students are immediately eligible for
competition when the students’ original institution discontinues the sport in which the students
practiced or competed,” according to the press release.
All of the student-athletes are granted eligibility to enter the transfer portal and continue their
college careers somewhere else.
“Almost all of them, if not all of them have already entered the transfer portal. I have been on the
phone for 24 hours to help this transition,” said Matthews.
Even though Matthews doesn’t agree with the decision, and understands that the issue is
money, she will do everything in her power to make sure her assistant coaches and players are
taken care of.
Matthews hasn’t had much time to consider what is next for her, she has been extremely busy
helping her players try to continue their dream at another school.
“I haven’t had time to digest what I am going to do moving forward, my primary focus is on
taking care of these players. I’ll take it day by day,” said Matthews.
 
 
       
   
   
 
                
    
               
             
           
              
           
               
                 
             
                 
                 
  
                    
               
   
               
         
                     
              
   
              
                  
 
Two WSU club softball players win award
William Baptist
June 5, 2020
Club sports can truly improve upon one’s skills, but they can also present a multitude of
opportunities as an individual.
Wright State University had two club softball players named to the 2020 NCSA (National Club
Softball Association) Great American All-Region Team. Arian McNeil made the team as a
designated hitter, while Alexis Romine made the team as a pitcher.
“The All-Region selections this season was probably the most competitive we have ever seen,”
said Savannah Ahrens, the VP of Softball Operations at the NCSA.
The school nominates who they believe should be on the All-Region Team. The NCSA selects
which players receive this honor by looking at the stats that are on the NCSA website, and
taking any identifying items (player name & team name) away from the stats.
McNeil actually started the club softball team at WSU, and is the president of the club softball
team. Club softball means everything to her, and she is grateful for the memories that is has
provided her.
“Receiving the award means a lot to me because I feel like it shows as a whole that our club
softball program is successful and competitive, but also it reflects the university in a positive
light,” said McNeil.
McNeil also had multiple offers from college programs to play softball, but she was concerned
how it would affect her work in the classroom.
“Although I had offers, I chose not to play softball in college so I would be able to focus on my
studies but also be able to try new things and branch out,” said McNeil.
Season Cut Short
The club softball season was cut short ten games due to the coronavirus pandemic.
“We were going to win the whole thing,” said McNeil, who was upset they couldn’t finish out their
season.
 
                
        
                 
        
                 
    
                 
 
               
             
    
                
         
             
               
       
            
   
              
             
                  
                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
These players and coaches all worked extremely hard to get ready for the season and were
very disappointed for it to be cut short.
“Pandemic was very tough on them, they worked out all winter to prepare for the season,” said
Rick Armstrong, coach of the club softball team.
This was especially tough on seniors that didn’t get to finish their season the way they wanted.
Opportunities from Club Sports
Club sports can be beneficial off the field and can be extremely helpful in growing as an
individual.
“For those who take on leadership roles within their club sport, they are gaining valuable
management and organizational skills that they carry with them into their professional careers
and relationships,” said Ahrens.
Ahrens is extremely passionate about club softball, and has been involved with the NCSA as an
employee and a player for the last 15 years.
“Club sports provide such a unique opportunity for students-athletes to continue competing at
the collegiate level, the majority on a national level, which are highly competitive and structured
into leagues like the NCSA,” said Ahrens.
McNeil understands the benefits from participating in club sports, and encourages other
students to play.
“Club Softball has allowed me to make lifelong friendships with my teammates, gain leadership
skills and continue playing my favorite sport at a competitive level,” said McNeil.
Club sports are a great way to continue staying active while playing a sport on a collegiate level.
It can also be very beneficial in your professional and personal life by expanding on leadership
skills.
